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RUBICT De, Hermes’ Relaticitshipa with the Russians 
oe with Kakiser 


i. According to a well placed source, plens have been made for a high 
Soviet official to visit Dr. Hermes at Godesberg sometime between 
3 and 10 November. : 


5. A different source claims that Hermes did see "the Russian fseneral 
in charge of Western German affairs" while he was in Berlin, The 
idantity of the general is not reported. The seme source also 
states that a kind of conclllation between Hermes and Kaiser was 
brought about during the former's visit to Berlin. However, 
vealetions between the two men anpear to remain stralved., Source 
believes that s complete break 1s eventuslly inevitabie, because 
of kermes? desire to play a political role of importance, his 
belief thet he can bring about a merger between the East and West, 
and his desire to become the top CDU leader in all the zonea. 


a. Hermes was dissuaded by Lalser from attempting te head the Inter- 
zonel Commiasion which he wanted to organize. Furthermore, v‘alser 
made it clear that such an arrangement would nnly antagonize 
Adsnauer, who is not a politicol friend of Hermes. Kaiser alse 
persuaded Hermes to take an active part in the Bauerngenossen- 
scheften (Farmers' Cooperatives) in the western zones. Because 
Hermes is a former land cwner and was active before 1933 tin 
farmers! Cooveratives, it ta quite possible he could become the 
leader of the farm group in the CDU. 


4,5 It is believed, however, in the Central Gommittee of the CDU that 
gooner or Later llermes will breek his promise and attempt to be- 
come the supreme leader of the CDU. Source claims liermes is 
extremely ambitious and is unwilling to recognize the necessity of 
Keeping out of politics in the Russian Zon. 
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